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When I was nine, my mom told me that we were moving to Hungary. [ didn’t want to go because

[ didn’t want to say goodbye to my friends. And above all, I couldn’t speak English so well.

begged to my mom to let me stay, but everything was already decided. We left Japan and went to

Hungary. [ was familiar with Hungary because my dad was already working there. I wasn’t worried

much about living in Hungary, but one thing was bothering me, and that was attending to an

American International School. On my first day of school, I was very nervous. The school building

was new and beautiful, but [ was too nervous to realize it. [ could only hear students and teachers

speaking in English. Of course, classes and homework were all in English, too. That was the time I

really wished I had studied English harder.

The first thing I had to do was to catch up with my classmates. I studied as hard as I could, but to

master a language that you haven’t really spoken before isn’t as easy as you think. Japanese and

English grammar are different so translating Japanese to English didn’t make sense. [ agonized a lot

to memorize English words. Eventually however, | was able to communicate.

By studying English, I realized that English is an attractive language. Studying English wasn’t a

pain, but something that [ enjoyed. Then, one day, my friend talked me into joining the drama club.

At that time, they were having an audition for the autumn performance. The club members were



organized from 3™ to 5th grade, and [ was a 4" grader, so I thought I wouldn’t be able to get a good

role. I thought I would be a back dancer or “villager A” who doesn’t have any lines. I got the script

of the play and an envelope. In the envelope, there was a paper. On the paper, it said, “Y. —main

character.” What a big surprise! Getting the role of the main character was the last thing I imagined.

[ was surprised! I didn’t think I would get the main character. From then on, I practiced day and

night to make it a success. On the day of the performance, | was, of course, nervous but told myself

I could do it. The performance was a total success and I felt a big achievement. Joining the drama

club was definitely the right choice.

This experience of learning English in Hungary and joining the drama club, gave me a big dream

—to be a musical star! [ should and would do anything to make this dream come true.

Thank you for listening to my speech.
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